
Swarthmore College Swarthmore College 

Works Works 

History Faculty Works History 

Fall 1992 

Review Of "How Things Were Done In Odessa: Cultural And Review Of "How Things Were Done In Odessa: Cultural And 

Intellectual Pursuits In A Soviet City" By M. Friedberg Intellectual Pursuits In A Soviet City" By M. Friedberg 

Robert Weinberg 
Swarthmore College, rweinbe1@swarthmore.edu 

Follow this and additional works at: https://works.swarthmore.edu/fac-history 

 Part of the History Commons 

Let us know how access to these works benefits you 

 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Robert Weinberg. (1992). "Review Of "How Things Were Done In Odessa: Cultural And Intellectual Pursuits 
In A Soviet City" By M. Friedberg". Slavic Review. Volume 51, Issue 3. 633-634. DOI: 10.2307/2500123 
https://works.swarthmore.edu/fac-history/148 

This work is brought to you for free by Swarthmore College Libraries' Works. It has been accepted for inclusion in 
History Faculty Works by an authorized administrator of Works. For more information, please contact 
myworks@swarthmore.edu. 

https://works.swarthmore.edu/
https://works.swarthmore.edu/fac-history
https://works.swarthmore.edu/history
https://works.swarthmore.edu/fac-history?utm_source=works.swarthmore.edu%2Ffac-history%2F148&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/489?utm_source=works.swarthmore.edu%2Ffac-history%2F148&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://forms.gle/4MB8mE2GywC5965J8
https://works.swarthmore.edu/fac-history/148
mailto:myworks@swarthmore.edu


 
Review
Author(s): Robert Weinberg
Review by: Robert Weinberg
Source: Slavic Review, Vol. 51, No. 3 (Autumn, 1992), pp. 633-634
Published by: Association for Slavic, East European, and Eurasian Studies
Stable URL: http://www.jstor.org/stable/2500123
Accessed: 11-04-2016 13:47 UTC

 
Your use of the JSTOR archive indicates your acceptance of the Terms & Conditions of Use, available at

http://about.jstor.org/terms

 

JSTOR is a not-for-profit service that helps scholars, researchers, and students discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content in a trusted

digital archive. We use information technology and tools to increase productivity and facilitate new forms of scholarship. For more information about

JSTOR, please contact support@jstor.org.

Association for Slavic, East European, and Eurasian Studies is collaborating with JSTOR to
digitize, preserve and extend access to Slavic Review

This content downloaded from 130.58.65.20 on Mon, 11 Apr 2016 13:47:51 UTC
All use subject to http://about.jstor.org/terms



This content downloaded from 130.58.65.20 on Mon, 11 Apr 2016 13:47:51 UTC
All use subject to http://about.jstor.org/terms



 634 Slavic Review

 cation. Anotlher eimiigri recoun-ted how niurses in on-e hiospital manually sharpened
 neecdles dulled by overuse. More than- one respondent told of book b1urnings at li-
 braries in order to clear the stacks of books whose authlors had fallen inlto disgrace.
 In on-e suclh purge at a trade UnlioIn library, somile 3,00() volumes were destroyed. Onle
 librarian recalled that the "process of bo1)k burLinig was so thorouglh and strSict that
 upon dliscoveriiig that somiie of the books to be burn-ied were imlissinig froiml the shielves ...
 we actually purchased a number of themii. You see, we dicd this because wve were afraid
 thalt otherwise the inspector imiight thinik that wve had co'ceaied these books, andcl this
 was a serious offense. As I said, the extra books we h1ac bouglht were buLrlecd togetlher

 with the others." An-othel respon-den-t recalledl how the director of thle Odessa Opera,
 who kept in reserve several dozen seats for Party dignitaries who imiiglht dlecidle to
 attend a performnance at the last imomiienit, was iron-ically fired hlorin his job becaluse lhe
 kept these seats em-ipty. His crime- "emnbezzling state property."

 Despite its brevity, Hozv Thtings Wer-e Dove in Odessa ten-ds to be riepetitive in spots
 aand is long oni revealing an-ecdotes whiclh enable the author to capture the fLill thINvor
 of his respon-den-ts' observation-s. However, the book is slhort oni analysis. Nonietheless,

 Maurice Frieclberg h1as performiied an admirable service to the profession by presenting
 the invaluable reminiiscen-ces of form-ler Soviet citizen-s in a compelling and lutcicd tLsh-
 ion. The reacder of this book will comiie away witlh a imiore nuanced understanding of
 the structturial problems of Soviet culture andcl politics before the advent of glasniost'
 an-d perestroika.

 Rolm..nizor WFJNBFi-(;

 ,Szwar thmm Clo){?(011(ge
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